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PC launches Truth Labs in city

TIMES HEWS MET# =K

Mew Delhi: More than two
crore cases are pending in
courts across the country
Oeer 56 lakh new cases are
reglsberad by the police évery
year. Upward of six lakh cas-
i esreguire the services of a
! forensic lab to baild evidence.
i However, jusi 25 state-run labs
and four ceniral labs exist all
over the country: The result:
A mere 1.4% of those arrest-
ad are eonvicted due to lack of
scientific evidenoe

The above facts were re-
vl by central information
commissioner and former spe-
cial director of CHL M L Shar-
ma, a5 Union home minister
P Chidambarmam launched the
first private Truth Labs in the
city on Wednesday

Describing the private sec-
tor initiative as a milestone as
forensics &0 far has been the
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monopely of the government,
the homes minister said till
now the services had only
been available to the prose.
cution and not to the defenece.
He ademitted that there was a
gap between nead and avail-
abiliky of lab services.

“There is definibely a need
for forensic services for all, par-
ticularly im civil eases. How-
ever, for a private lab to make
o mark, the effort has to be fo-
wards confidence boilding,
There is no scope for any fans
s, the horme midrister added.

Stating that the govern-
et wollld work bowards me-
inforcing forensic science lab
infrastrueture, the home
minister said sclentific awi.
dence was not the only route
to justice, He abelled it a crit.
ical camponent of the entire
legal process,

“The legal justice system
is a very tardy one. In the

process, a lot of svidence is
laest and justios becomes a ca-
sualty,” Chidambaram said.
Citing the Shoplan case, the
minister said this was a case
which showed what a lab
could do. There was miscar-
riage of justice in that cass,
he added.

Spenking on the oocasion,
former Chief Justice of India
M M Venkatachalaiah said
about 20 millkon criminal cas-
&2 were pending trial in sub-
ordinate courts. There are
abotit eight lakh criminal cas.

3 In the High Gourt.

Painting out the neglect in
the fleld of forensic scisnces,
the former chief justice re-
vealed that while he was the
NHRELC chalrperson, an expert
committes to revisit forensie
science labs acraoss the coun-
iry was set-up “That was an
usaful exercize, But that re-
pott meandered through the
bureaucratic corridors and
is now lost in the mists of
thme,” he said.

“After Hyderabad, Truth
Labs has forayed into Delhd in
a bid to create an alternate
roube to justice for many of
thoss wha do not wish to go to
the police and this cotirt,” Dr
Gandhd P C Kaza, the founder-
chairman of Truth Labes said.
The Truth Labs experts will
work on Mingerprints, poly-
graph, documentation, voles
and image and DNA profiling.
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